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The gymnasium's site, a superblock bounded by 
West 100th Street, Columbus Avenue, West 104th Street, 
and Amsterdam Avenue, currently houses a NYCHA 
housing project: Frederick Douglass Houses. The gymna- 
sium attempts to provide an environment that guides 
visitors into and throughout the building, providing an 
asset to the community. 

The building form is derived from the shifting of 
masses, evident in plan. The shifting strategically allows 
for maximum circulation between programs and pro- 
vides a coiling movement throughout the entire build- 
ing. 

The gymnasium is a programmatic combination 
that "shares" moments between public and private, 
natatorium and auditorium, spectator and spectacle. 
These shared moments can be seen in the interactions 
between the pool seating area and the auditorium loft. 
In this moment, the auditorium spills out of its private 
shell, hovering above the pool and engaging with the 
spectators below. This sharing can be seen in the jux- 
taposition of the cafe and natatorium. One may enter 
the cafe from the street through a series of ramps and 
continue on to the natatorium through a glass in-be- 
tween space. This corridor is no longer the commercial 
realm of a cafe frequented by people in street clothes, 
but has not yet fully transformed into another program. 
Separated by a thin layer of glass, the visitor traverses 
between two worlds, equally a part of both yet not fully 
part of either. 

There is also a more subtle sharing which occurs 
through the coiling motion of circulation. This is seen in 
plan as the path through the pool becomes the shift- 
ed path through the auditorium, which becomes the 
path through the cafe. The path from the exterior ramp 
brings this theme of circulation out of the interior realm 
and into its shared environment. 
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In the initial analyis of the urban Bron^site, iso-« 
lated by infrastructure, there was a latent opportunity 
to create open space within the project that could \ 
provide fresh air and light to the residents. If outdoor 
space, a yard, were provided for every unit, what 
would be its nature and effects in the context of jjne 
urban landscape? ft^ 

A "yard" currently exisMn three major t^3 
first type is the suburban ^■wkdjacent to the J 
space. THe second is a shcM^Kobftyard, adja< 
living spaces and directly ac3^fele. The third 
an industrial ^rd,^ vast oftenHPred area reser 
produce work. ~ ^ 

In the New York City Department of City Plan 
ning, the glossary states that a yard must be^jnob- 
structed from the lowest level to the sky." ^^^^ 

Through the research of existing tyges, tnH B 
ect obtains its individuality in the juxtaposition anl^J 
recombination of types, producing a fourth type of 
yard: a space, unobstructed to the sky, impacting,, 
closed living space, and framing the urban experi-^^ 
ence. This fourth type of yard has three major effects. 
It challenges existing type through placement, og^l^ 
tation, and dimension; it engages with living spdB 
a light source and mode of circlution; and it gk 
spectrum of visual porosity through varying dJ^^f of 

Within the parameters of tE^ourth type and 
its effects, several floor plans ^fted. On a 

larger scale, upon the comJ|™ mmm^ese unit types, 
enclosure within clusters of the^Sallow for larger 
communal yards doubling as circulation. On a still 
larger scale, space b^^lj^n clusters of units create an 
interstitial space that acjsc^the site's points of entry, 
views of the Harlem Rive pd larger shared yards. 
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C o 1 1 a bj&fb t i cm wirn Sonya Ursell 




Third Floor Plan Q 
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Fourth Floor Plan O 
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Collaboration with Lindsey Lee, Matthew Ken 
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PLANETARIUM T.O. 
^ CURTAINWALL 

^ ^ T.O. ROOF H.P 
T\ 0 T.O. ROOF L.P. 
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.PLANETARIUM FL 6 



.PLANETARIUM FL 5 



iFLOOR 4 ROOF 
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^MUSEUM FLOOR 2 
^PLANETARIUM FL 2 



^MUSEUM FLOOR 1 



LOWER LEVEL 
^(SUB CELLAR) 

^MUSEUM EXHIBIT FL 



ALUMINUM FLASHING 
GUTTER SKYLIGHT 



QUEEN POST 



HANGING ROD 
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WIND TRUSS 

TYPICAL SPIDER 

PIN CONNECTION 

GLASS FIN 

COOL AIR 



CONCRETE BEAM 



CONCRETE SLAB 



CONCRETE COLUMN 



GRADE BEAM 



EXISTING FOUNDATIONS 
EXISTING PILES 



CORNER FACADE 




EXISTING PILES AND PILE CAPS GRADE BEAM RESTS ON EXISTING FOUNDATIONS COLUMNS AND BEAMS CONCRETE FLOOR SLABS 

HAYDEN AUDITORIUM PRE-2000 ADDITIONAL FOUNDATIONS FOR SPHERE ADDED LOCATIONS COORDINATE WITH EXISTING DIAPHRAGM AT BASE OF CUBE 



CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE 



SPHERE STRUCTURE STEEL TRUSSES AND SPACE FRAME ROOF CURTAIN WALL SYSTEM 

PREFABRICATED ELEMENTS ARE WELDED WITH SKYLIGHT AND ROOF 




HVAC DISTRIBUTION 



